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MATCH REPORTS  
 

20th & 21st August 2019 

 

HEADLINES 

• Ham Rec only side left with 100% Record. 

• 8 Goal thriller at Blandford. 

• Swans, BSP & Islanders get 1st wins. 

• Wareham & the Bees still searching for 1st points. 

 

“RIDGEWAY DERBY ENDS ALL SQUARE” 

BALTI SPORTS    1  

DORCHESTER SPORTS  1  

 
Balti Sports and Dorchester Sports battled out an entertaining 1-

1 draw in their Dorset Premier League derby at Weymouth 

College. The hosts enjoyed the best of the first half and duly took 

the lead via the penalty spot in front of a record crowd of 132. 

Dan Peart was adjudged to have taken out Balti’s Sammy Nichols 

in the box and Ricky Lane converted his fourth goal in two 

games. Balti’s Che Curran then had an effort miraculously 

blocked on the line at point-blank range before Josh Burton hit 

the crossbar, HT 1-0. Dorchester Sports turned the tables in the 

second half after a tactical reshuffle. Balti failed to defend a free-

kick, leading to a reaction save from Andy Nott with Adam Steele 

pouncing to bury the rebound in to the roof of the net. Ashley 

James’ men were seeking to break a hoodoo at their arch-rivals and had numerous chances to grab the win, with 

striker Alex Stafie seeing a free-kick well saved and then later hitting the crossbar with a header. Jamie Samways 

then dragged a shot wide from 10 yards in stoppage-time as both sides settled for a draw. Balti boss Marco Nott 

told Echosport: “It was a really tense, high-

standard game. The tempo was so high, it was 

a typical derby. No team wanted to lose. “To be 

honest, I think a draw was a fair result, it was 

quite an even game. We had the better of the 

first half of they had the second.” Opposing 

boss Ashley James blamed himself for a poor 

first half: “I got it badly, badly wrong from the 

start but we changed it at half-time and went 

back to our usual formation. “We had three or 

four chances at the end, it just wasn’t to be. On 

balance it’s probably a fair result.”  
 

Report & Top Photo courtesy of;  

 

 

 

 



DPL 2019-2020 – NEWSLETTER 4 
 August 20 & 21, 2019 

“REC MAKE IT 4 FROM 4 AT THE BULLS EXPENSE” 

HAMWORTHY REC    3  

HOLT UNITED   1 

 
Rec made it four wins from four with this victory over old rivals Holt United at Magna Road. As in last Tuesday’s 

match this was far from a vintage Rec performance, with passes going astray and the final ball lacking quality. 

Having built up a two-goal lead within the first half-hour Rec’s level dropped, allowing Holt to come back into the 

game. Indeed, the visitors pulled a goal back and spurned a great chance to level things and it took a great goal 

by Josh Pratt, near the end to settle Rec nerves. Sam Carter carried on his form from Saturday, when he struck after 

just 2 minutes, hitting a sweet low shot from outside the area, deceiving the visiting keeper and nestling inside the 

far post to put Rec one up. Holt immediately had a chance to equalise, but blasted wide from inside the area. Ash 

Boyt’s free-kick was inches away, before Rec made it two on 25 minutes when a promising move saw Carter’s shot 

strike the post, with the rebound falling nicely for Carl Edwards to bundle over the line, from close-range. Holt then 

missed another presentable chance with a header going wide, HT 2-0. The Bulls started the second half with a free-

kick on the edge of the area which was drilled over, before Pratt’s dangerous low cross was well dealt with by the 

keeper. Play became, generally, scrappy and Holt reduced the lead on 73 minutes when their best move of the 

match was rounded off with a thumping shot to make it 2-1 and set up a nervy finale. The visitors then forced Rec 

keeper Aaron Robertson to dash from his goal, to clear another chance. But 8 minutes from time Josh Pratt 

produced the goal of the game (and second goal of the season contender!) when he attacked on the right, cut in 

and drilled a beauty into the net to clinch it for the hosts. Holt immediately missed a great chance of a second, 

blazing over, following a scramble, before John Webb tried his luck from 25 yards, only for the Holt keeper to push 

away for a corner. 

 

“B-MTH SPORTS PARLEY BAG 1ST WIN OF THE SEASON” 

B-MTH SPORTS PARLEY  4 

CORFE CASTLE   1 
 

The hosts finally got their season up and running at the 4th attempt as they beat Corfe Castle at Chapel Gate. The 

hosts caught the visitors cold from the start in the 4th minute when a measured through ball by a Sports midfielder 

resulted in a cool finish by Clive Makoni who beat the keeper in a 1 on 1 situation. Sports’ tails were up and they 

went on the attack again scored minutes, as Mike Oxford found himself unmarked from a corner and he headed 

into the top corner of the net. On 21 minutes it was 3-0 to the home side as Lloyd Cole beat his man to the front 

post to head home from close range. There was some encouragement for Corfe just after the half hour mark as 

they pulled a goal back through Ryan Cattano’s shot that looped over the home keeper. Unfortunately, due to a 

poor tackle in the build up to the goal, this was Ryan’s final act for the game, HT 3-1. The second half only had the 

one goal for Sports when a well struck free kick hit the crossbar, with the rebound being headed home by Oxford 

for his 2nd and the hosts 4th goal of the game.  Corfe did manage to manufacture some chances late on but were 

unable to convert.  

 

“ISLANDERS BEAT THE BEES TO EARN 1ST POINTS OF THE SEASON” 

PORTLAND UTD RES   3 

BRIDPORT RES   2 
 

Portland Utd’s young 2nd team finally won their 1st match of the season after a hard-fought match against Bridport 

Reserves. The hosts took the lead after 11 minutes with a towering header at the far post from Bailey Rowe, but 

the visitors equalised soon after courtesy of Josh Hunter’s effort. James Cox then gave the Blues a half time lead 

with a smart finish 5 minutes before the break, HT 2-1. Into the 2nd half and Rowe further extended the home sides 

lead soon after the re-start, but Bridport wouldn’t give up and gave the home side a nervy last 10 minutes when 

Substitute Josh Hull pulled a goal back. However, there was not to be a grandstand finish as the Blues defence 

comfortably saw out the remaining minutes. 
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“ROYAL HEARTBREAK AT THE DEATH AS MCS SALVAGE A POINT” 

BLANDFORD UTD   4 

MERLEY CS    4 

 
This seasons draw specialists, Blandford Utd, were at it 

again as they took a point of free scoring Merley CS in 

an absolute humdinger of a match at the Rec, however, 

that doesn’t tell half the story as the hosts were 

deservedly leading 4-1 with minutes to go to only 

capitulate and conceded 3 times in the remaining 6 

minutes. The Royals took an early lead after being 

awarded a penalty on the 17th minute mark. Brad Pike 

stepped up and got his fourth goal in three games, but 

on the half hour mark Cobham bounced back and were 

awarded a penalty of their own which was coolly 

converted by Matt Groves. Six minutes later though, the 

Royal’s Steve Smith was slotted in following a fine through ball and the striker finished off superbly past the visiting 

keeper, HT 2-1. The second half started and the home side raced into a 3 goal advantage as they got two quick fire  

goals, the 3rd goal came after the away side failed to clear their lines properly, the ball was lofted back into the 

area which in turn found Smith once again who headed home into an empty net in the 47th minute. The 4th goal 

came minutes later with a cross from out wide again and man of the hour Smith was there to tap home for his hat 

trick goal and his fourth of the season. That was it from the home 

side although they did fail to capitalise on 2 further good chances 

to extend their lead, it was now the visitors turn as they upped the 

ante and pressure on the home rear-guard. Asa Phillips pulled one 

back for Cobham in the 84th minute, Merley poured forward and 

were awarded a penalty in the 91st minute, again coolly converted 

by Groves, then in the 94th minute, Royals hearts were broken as 

Cobham completed what seemed impossible only minutes earlier as 

they levelled following a sublime cross from deep which  Blandford 

failed to clear properly and a poachers finish from substitute Elliot 

Rossiter was enough to complete a superb comeback to snatch a 

point at the death. A crying shame for the Royals as they couldn't 

hang on, but plenty of positives to take from the game.  
 

 

“SWANS BEAT THE RANGERS FOR BRAGGING RIGHTS” 

WAREHAM RANGERS  0 

SWANAGE T&H   3 

 
Swanage produced a superb performance and a 3-0 win against Purbeck rivals Wareham Rangers at The Purbeck 

Centre in The Dorset Premier League. Swanage bounced back from their big defeat suffered at the weekend with 

a great first half performance and deservedly went ahead in the 7th minute courtesy of a penalty despatched by 

Joe Clark after Cody Rose-Moore was fouled. Cameron Barnes playing his first game of the season dominated the 

midfield alongside the hard-working David Best and Ogun Gundodu. Joe Clark playing upfront with the marauding 

Paul Best caused problems with his hard work and creative play, and from his pin-point free kick Ogun Gundodu 

just missed the target with his header. Wareham suffered a blow when Declan Keates saw red after 29 minutes and 

a few minutes later they were further reduced to 9 when ex Swan Cameron Beard was sin binned. Swans were now 

in the driving seat but failed to add to their early goal, HT 0-1. Chris Bennett in the Wareham goal produced fine 

saves from Joe Clark and Paul Best. The 10 men of Wareham were starting to tire and the Swans capitalised with 

goals in the 86th minute from substitute Garan Bennett with a composed finish. Paul Best put the icing on the cake 

with his sixth goal of the season following a good pass from Garan Bennett 2 minutes later. A good performance 

and their first win of the season should in still confidence into the side after a slow start to the season, as for 

Wareham they are still looking for their 1st points of the season. 
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“ZEBRAS PICK OFF THE CHERRIES” 

SHERBORNE TOWN RES  3 

STURMINSTER NEWTON  0 

 
In this local derby, Sherborne welcomed Sturminster to Raleigh Grove with the Zebras running out comfortable 

winners, scoring for the hosts were Matt Watson with a brace and Ashley Guppy. 

 

 

“WESTLANDS WIN ANOTHER CLOSE ONE” 

SHAFTESBURY RES   0 

WESTLAND SPORTS   1 

 
Westlands picked up their 3rd win of the season with a hard-fought victory at Cochrams against Shaftesbury Res, 

the all-important goal came courtesy of Josh Payne. 

 

 

 

 


